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The 996th Quebec Challenge Game Summary
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The game was played at 7 PM on Saturday November 9th at the host Pembroke Curling Centre. The Deep River Curling and Squash Club representatives arrived early to check out the prestigious Quebec Challenge Cup - their last challenge for the Cup was in January 2013 in Carleton Place had been unsuccessful and three of the players had played in that challenge. 
In the first end both Pembroke teams scored a deuce and were off to a solid start.  Despite three steals by Deep River teams, Pembroke led by 5-4 and 5-3 after 5 ends. The teams stacked brooms and headed to the bar for mid-game libation! 
Deep River pulled even in the 6th end and stole both 7th ends to move ahead for the first time in the match.  There was a great crowd behind the glass of more than 40 spectators on the edge of their seats.  In the 8th end Pembroke scored a single and deuce pulling them back into the overall lead by a single point.  Then Team Buckley scored a deuce for Deep River in the 9th and they were a full end ahead of the other sheet and decided to wait so that both games could end at the same time. Pembroke scored a single in the 9th meaning that the two teams were dead even after 9 ends and each club had one of the hammers in the 10th.  What a scenario for an exciting last end - also Deep River knew that a tie would mean that Pembroke retained the Cup.
The 10th end on both sheets saw lot of rocks in play and on sheet 3, Pembroke’s Marcel Jonckheere, with hammer, came up for his last shot with a possible double to score three. Meanwhile on sheet 2, Deep Rivers Malcolm James lay 1 with only his last rock to come.  The crowd behind the glass and the players on sheet 2 watched as on sheet 3 Jonckheere’s last rock narrowly clipped the Deep River shot rock and slithered through the house leaving Deep River shot rock and thus Deep River secured the win by a score of 15 to 13 after the full 10 ends.     
After the game both teams enjoyed the hospitality of the Pembroke club including the traditional drinking of a huge Rusty Nail from the top of the cup. Deep River’s Brad Payne was the 13th player to get the Cup as it circled the table and went for the Gusto - he drained the cup to win the Toonie pool which he then donated to the Pembroke club!  The teams shared a few more beers and exchanged stories until the time came to pack the trophy up for its first ever trip to Deep River who will host the next Challenge in a few weeks.      
